
Teacher Guidelines

This lesson plan is based on the assessment material
entitled You Can Say That Again! It supports internal
assessment for New Zealand English achievement
standard 2.8,AS90381 version 4 – Investigate a language
or literature topic and present information in written
form.This achievement standard involves students
investigating a language topic of their choice.This
investigation includes a written report accompanied by
process notes.

Context/setting:
Students will have been introduced to language issues in
class. Using the sample topic 'the language of battery hen
farming' students will be taken through the assessment
research process and the written report.

Students will then select and investigate their own
language topic. Students will present a written report
accompanied by process notes.

Conditions:
This activity requires a combination of class and
homework time. Students can collect information and
develop their reports in and out of class time.Teachers
will need careful checkpoint procedures to ensure
authenticity of student output.

Headings and examples have been suggested for aspects
of the research process and reports. Students should
follow these. Explanatory Note 6 requires that a written
bibliography be provided.

Resource Requirements:
Access to information sources to model the research
process should be given during class time.

Possible Local Adaptation
Where local adaptations are made, teachers and schools
should ensure that they have:

• checked that the adapted assessment validly 
assesses the achievement standard;

• checked the copyright status of any material 
imported into the assessment resource;

• complied with all internal and external quality 
assurance requirements.

Student Instruction Sheet

This activity requires you to select and investigate your
own language topic.You will present a written report
accompanied by material showing the research process.

Your teacher will introduce you to the research process
using the sample topic 'the language of battery hen
farming'.

You will complete work in class and for homework.Your
teacher will guide you on how much time you have to
prepare the task.

You will be assessed on how well you:
• propose research questions.
• select relevant information from a range of 

referenced resources.
• present information accurately, drawing 

conclusions.
• structure and organise your information and

ideas in an effective written format.

Introduction

English is a constantly evolving and developing language, always moving
and adjusting to meet the needs of its users. In this activity you will
investigate an aspect of the English language that interests you, and
present your findings.

You could focus your investigation on the ways we use language or
changes within our language itself.

For example:
1) The ways we use language.

If you decide to look at the ways we use language you could
investigate a particular context and its impact on language use.
You could investigate how writers and speakers craft language and
the effects they create from contexts as wide ranging as war, or
travel, or sport, or music, or human-animal relations.

For example:
2) Changes within our language itself.

If you decide to examine changes within English, you could look at
the types of change and why they have come about.You could
investigate how language users borrow, lend, coin, shift and adjust
language to put words to new ideas, concepts and technologies.You
might look at the history of language change and its impact on our
language today.
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